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There are twodecidedly
different campswhen it
comes to theAmerican
experience: Somepeople are
honest about our history,
and some are not.

If the truthweren’t an
issue, however, therewould
not be a concerted effort to
erase certain chapters of
American history by purg-
ingmuseums of artifacts
and iconographydeemed
un-American and removing
murals that remindus of the
nation’s darkestmoments.

I talkedwithNewYork
Times best-selling author
Clint Smith, an author and
poetwho recently appeared
at the JungCenterHouston.
Anative ofNewOrleans,
Smithmovedwith his fami-
ly as a teen toHouston after
HurricaneKatrina.

He sharedwithme a
different perspective to
consider in this discussion
about the truth and lies of
our past.

Tomanypeople, he said,
history is the story they are
told over generations and
generations.Anything that
conflictswith that narrative
would imply that theywere
misled. For some, this cre-
ates “an existential identity
crisis,” he said, leaving them
to question everything they
hold to be true.

“For somanypeople, this
is not about primary source

documents or federal bud-
gets. It’s the story they are
told and the stories they tell
that are passed downgener-
ations, so that loyalty takes
precedence over truth,” he
said.

I had to sitwith that for a
moment. If youhave to learn
a different story about
America, itmaymean you
have to tell a different story
about yourself and your
people.

Smith has chronicled his
quest to find outmore about
his family and the nation’s
foundation of slavery in his
most recent book, “How the
Word is Passed.” Several of
his books have been banned.

It’sAmerican history that
he did not learn growing up.

In researching the book,
Smith visited eight places
pivotal to the history of
slavery inAmerica to un-
derstandhowadistorted
version of that historywas
taught to himand is taught

tomost children, alongwith
thewaysmanyAmericans
delude themselves about
that history.

Among the places he
visitedwereThomas Jef-
ferson’sMonticello planta-

tion inVirginia; Galveston,
where Juneteenthwas born;
and the Louisiana State
Penitentiary inAngola, La.,
whichwas built on a former
slave plantation.He even
visited theBlandfordCeme-
tery inVirginia,which con-
tains the remains ofmore
than 30,000Confederate
soldiers.

Changing perspective is
not an easy task. Smith dives
into the discomfort of talking
about racism, slavery, and
theConfederacywithout
pointing a finger of shame.

Yes, that is possible.
There are somanymil-

lions of people in this coun-
try, of all ethic groups and
races,whodon’t understand
the founding story ofAmer-

ica and the legacy of slavery
that is embedded in that.
There is a notion that our
history should be only one
story.

“Most people have done
things in their lives that they
are proud of anddone
things that they are not
proud of.America is no
different. It’s bizarre thatwe
would extend a different
expectation to the country
thatwe live in and suggest
thatwe shouldn’t talk about
the things in the country
thatwe love and thatwe
don’t love,” Smith said.

Themost patriotic thing
one can do is to sitwith the
good andbad, he said.

Later, hearing Smith
speak in front of the sold-out
audience at the JungCen-
ter's event, Iwantedmore
people to hear hismessage:
that a deeper understanding
ofwhowe are as a nation
can pushus forward and
help us evolve. I applaud the
JungCenter formaking such
a thoughtful night happen.

“Clint Smith speakswith
anurgent, humane gravity
and a grace-filledmoral
clarity about theworlds that
are always present and
almost always unseen in our
collective experience,” said
JungCenter executive direc-
tor SeanFitzpatrick. “Be-
coming psychologically
mature requires us towel-
come these realities—how-
ever painful or ugly— into
our awareness.”

There are somanymil-
lions of people in this coun-
try—of all ethic groups and
races—whodon't under-
stand the founding story of
America andhow the legacy
of slavery that is embedded
in that. It doesn’t have to be
thatway.

Author tackles Confederacywith honest conversations
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A visitor takes a photo of the Absolute Equality Mural in 2022 in Galveston, the birthplace of Juneteenth. In
researching his book, Clint Smith visited Galveston, among eight other historic places.

Carletta Girma/Contributor

Smith recently spoke at Jung Center Houston.

JOY SEWING
COLUMNIST

Houston, unlike the ma-
jority of major cities across
the United States, is seeing
an uptick in homicides in
2025, compared with the
year before.

As of Monday, Houston
hadseen112homicides, com-
pared with 104 through the
sameperiod in2024,accord-
ing to the Houston Police
Department. A spokesper-
son for the department
stressed the numbers were
preliminary and subject to
change.

The uptick comes as
many cities across the Unit-
edStates are seeing continu-
al decline in the number of
killings, continuing a recent
trend of fewer homicides

each year after reaching
highs in 2021, records show.
Through March 31, the
countrysawaround1,221ho-
micides in 2025, compared
with1,535 in 2024, according
to a survey of 68 police de-
partments by theMajor Cit-
ies Chiefs Association.

Jeff Asher, a New Orle-
ans-basedcriminologist and
cofounder of AHDatalytics,
saidHoustonwas an outlier
in seeing an uptick in homi-
cides, thoughhenoted some
other Texas cities had also
seen an uptick, such as Fort
Worth, which has seen an
increase from around nine
to 21, records show.

“It’s early, though, the
margin is small, and lots of
factors can play a role in
small changes, so it’s not in-
herently concerning other

than the fact that allmurder
is concerning,” Asher said.

MarcLevin, theHouston-
based chief policy counsel
for the Council on Criminal
Justice, said he did think the
city’s uptick bore deeper
analysis for any deeper

trends that might help pub-
lic safety officials stem the
uptick.

“It is unclear why Hous-
ton is an outlier on homi-
cide, but in reviewingmany
reports on these incidents, it
appears a large number in-

volved vehicles or home in-
vasions, as well as conflicts
between people who know
each other,” he said.

Officials with the Hous-
ton Police Department de-
clined to provide anyone to
speakon thepossible causes
for an uptick in homicide
numbers.

While the number of ho-
micides has trended up
through the first quarter of
2025 inHouston, thecityhas
seen declines in rapes, ag-
gravated assaults and rob-
beries compared with the
same stretch in 2024, re-
cords show. Between those
years, the number of rapes
declined362 to325, thenum-
ber of robberies 1,587 to 1,354
and thenumberof aggravat-
ed assaults from 4,212 to
3,653.

Houston sawanuptick in
violent crime in 2024, even
as thenumberofmurders in
the city continued a decline,
records show.

Mayor John Whitmire
campaigned on improving
public safety in the city and
has recently reacheda tenta-
tive agreement with the
Houston Police Officers
Union to provide officers
36.5% in raises over the next
five years — a plan that will
cost the city $832 million
over the same period.

In a news conference de-
tailing the agreement,Whit-
mire expressed hope that
thedealwouldhelp improve
recruitingandputmoreoffi-
cers on the streets. He said
he hoped the agency could
ramp up other efforts, like
traffic enforcement.

Homicides in city increase despite national decline
By Matt deGrood
STAFF WRITER
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Mayor JohnWhitmire, left, campaigned on safety
and hopes to increase police presence with raises.

Montgomery County
Judge Mark Keough has
asked the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation to
install pedestrian barri-
cades on the Texas 242 fly-
overs over Interstate 45
near The Woodlands fol-
lowing two suicides at the
location.

“In response to growing
concerns about pedestri-
an safety and the heart-
breaking consequences of
suicide, I have formally re-
quested that TxDOT in-
stall pedestrian barri-

cades or fencing on the
two flyovers at Highway
242,” Keough posted on
social media Monday.
“These structures were
not designed with that
protection in mind, and
it’s clear that immediate
action is needed to pre-
vent future tragedies.”

On Friday, the Mont-
gomery County Sheriff ’s
Office responded to a crit-
ical incident at the loca-
tion where they closed In-
terstate 45 for several
hours.

“Out of respect for the
individual and their fami-
ly, no further details will
be released at this time.

We ask for your under-
standing and compassion
as this is a deeply sensitive

situation,” the sheriff ’s of-
fice released in a state-
ment.

In a letter dated May 5
to TxDOT, Keough said
the suicides at the location
have “deeply affected” res-
idents of the county. He
said there is an urgent
need for the barriers.

“Physical deterrents
are a critical component of
a comprehensive strate-
gy,” Keough stated in the
letter in to address mental
health. “Enhancing the
safety infrastructure at
this overpasswill not only
help prevent further loss
of life but also demon-
strate our collective com-
mitment to public safety
and the sanctity and in-
herent value of human

life.”
Along with Keough’s

plea to the state, an online
petition is gaining traction
for the installation of the
barriers as well. Accord-
ing to change.org, 12,637
people have signed the pe-
tition.

“This bridge is not just
a place of traffic but a sym-
bol of tragedy in our com-
munity,” petition starter
Lacy Tinnell stated. “We
must take action to pre-
vent it from becoming a
place of return for others.”

If you or someone you
know needs help, call or
text the Suicide & Crisis
Lifeline at 988.

Judge pushes for barriers on flyovers following suicides
By Catherine
Dominguez
STAFF WRITER
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AMontgomery County judge is calling barricades to be
installed onTexas 242 flyovers following two suicides.


